* 
* 
* 
0 


p * : 
* 1 * f £ 19 ow 8 Y » . : 
„ 7 CY Wi 6 % „ ow * 1 1 33 5 P 2 . 
T4 1 5 4 a gr of 83 * * & $6 To, 3 3 W 35 hn 7 4% 4 3 
- * ö 4 1 +4 4 4 C . x * - 4 if 
r ” a R, 5 * 17 e = 2 ** . 
* . r . | : 
t » Seo, . 5 * * 2 * * F 
«4 x Is x 


K 
. 
7 


T ha been declared by. a writer on your nde ot the queſtion, char 
your intention of cramming your ſon intÞ; an allum-ſhop, 1s 
with a view to intitle him to be elected a member of council, 
* Fan in proceſs of time, if poſlible, chief, magiſtrate of this city. 
Thie, in my opinion, is one of the ſtrongeſt indications that your in- 
tereſt is faſt upon the decline; and indeed! ie may be ſaid upon its laſt 
Fo legs. Conſcious that your increaſing unpopularity is grown to ſuch 
a height, that it would be in vain to attempt the making of new 
friends, that had no binding connection with you, you're ęven a- 
fraid of truſting any little influence you ſtill retain. to the fidelity and 
allegiance of the ſneaking few who firſt brought and have itz kept 
you in. Ten matt have Jour OWN n ſon to watch their motion 
Aftray. But While this Affaf TY 
ſhop ;, dig a jatar Fea 274 0 political. weakneſs, it, like all other 
ſchemes of yours, deſtroys the effect it was intended to produce, and 
is at once an inſult and reflection upon the people whoſe profeſſions 
render it neceſſary for them to have any uſe for the commodity your 
- ſon has advertiſed to deal in. It ſeems to be a ſhop, and no ſhop; ; for, 
ſo far as I can learn, none of the partners are ever to be ſeen in it. 
It indeed occupies a large ſpace to the front of the ſtreet, which may 
be applied to more uſeful purpoſes; and you have on this, as on 
many other occaſions, by the dint of money, or, in other words: pay- 
ing a high rent, I ſuppoſe, turned ſome honeſt. tradeſman to the door, 

the eaſier to accompliſh your ſelfiſh ends. But when you tell us in 
- youradvertiſement, that allum is to be fold there, it is clogged with 
ſuch conditions as no ſhop-keeper who really intended ro deal, durſt 
publiſh to the world. You won't ſell under a certain quantity; and 
that ſo large, that few people, if any in town, has occaſion for it 

at a time. By this means you very cunningly guard againſt the 
trouble of cuſtomers; and you muſt not only fix your quantity, but 
likewiſe annex to it another condition, not only inconſiſtent with the 
ordinary courſe of traffic here, but alſo highly injurious and re— 
Proachful to the credit of the citizens. You mult have ready money 


for 
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for your allum, or r bills at ſhort dates plainly indicating, that you 
don't think the tradeſpeople and manufacturers. in this place proper 
to be truſted. You with for all the political advantages of a ſhop- 
keeper to your ſon, but you don't incline to have him peſtered with 
the buſineſs of it; and in cafe any body ſhould be ſo wrong-headed 
as, miſtaking your intention, to come to the ſhop, ſenfible that a young 
lad not bred to buſineſs of any kind, ought: not to be truſted with 


ſetting down accounts, and calling them. i in, you have ordered him to 


deal in nothing but ready money. I obſerved that none of the part- 
ners were ever ſeen in the ſhop ; but as you have been all your Ay”. 
a queer ſelloæo, and much given to un, you have fallen upon a method 


of keeping this ſhop much more entertaining t6 thoſe that might fre- 


quent it than any of the partners would be. I ſee, for the moſt part, 
hanging over the half-door, and often half aſleep, a little fquar-riade. 
laughing-faced younker, ſeemingly ſneering at his employment, who, 
when bad weather forces him altogether within the ſhop, to prevent 
him falling aſleep, immediately ſers a playing on the fiddle; and 1 
am told, that he now and then gets in ſome of his female and male 
acquaintances, and plays reels to them; ſo you may, with great 
propriety, advertiſe an allum-ſhop, a muſic-ſhop, and a dancing- 
ſchool. I doubt much, Sir, if you have learning enough (for know= 
ledge and riches don't always go hand and hand) to be acquainted 
with the properties of allum. But if you have, I ſhould begin to 
diſcover. different views you... might have in this allum-adventure; 
ſome of them- ſeemingly generous and diſintereſted; and others, 
which is more conſiſtent with your character, ſelfiſh in a great degree. 
Your taking it into your head theſe two years paſt, though never be- 
fore, that it 1s neceſſary to honour this place with your reſidence a 
few weeks previous to Michaelmas, (though, by the by, you now 
act by a ſubſtitute), may, I ſuſpeR, expoſe you to more eating and 
drinking, to keep up the ſinking ſpirits of your friends, than is 
Proper for a perſon of your age "and infirmities, and. be productive 
of thoſe complaints that ariſe from riot and intemperance. ä 
Hemorrhoids, or piles, is one of theſe; and, indeed, without a- 
ny Michaelmas irregularities, it muſt be taken for granted, that you 
have them already: For all phyſicians tell us, this diſeaſe never fails 
to afflict perſons of a looſe ſpungy texture, of a bulky ſize, who live 
high, indulging in high ſeaſoned diſhes, che Fayre Reed of ſweet 
awries, and lead a ſedentary life. For this complaint, the uſe of allum is 


a {overeign remedy.— But there are ſome other diſorders, which, it is 


more than probable, your political intemperance may bring upon 
you, if they have not come already; and for which allum is alſo a 
favourite. ſpecific, I and a weaknels of the gums, are of- 


ten 


ten occaſioned by more chan uſual exceſs. And what phyſicians call 
the aphthe;; or ſuperficial ulcers in the mouth, is common among old 
men, eſpecially ſuch as have been free livers; for in them the vis 
wvite is languid, and the humours liableto become viſcous :. for all 
theſe complaints, the medical tribe never fail to recommend allum : 
And though you are much to be pitied, if you're afflicted with all, 
or any of them; yet I muſt applaud your ſagacity, though, at the 
ſame time, it partakes a great deal of intereſtedneſs and attention to 
your own perſonal. conveniency, in providing a good ſtore of that 
commodity, which may be ſo neceſſary for your own preſervation. . _ 
Notwithſtanding. eos m not much in love with you, I would ſtill 
chuſe, out of material juſtice, to put as favourable a gloſs upon your 
conduct as poſſible; and I think, on the preſent occaſion, IJ have diſ- 
covered ſome ſhare of generoſity and benevolence ſhowing its face 


through the allum-undertaking: but I muſt obſerve, at the ſame : 


time, that as you have connected yourſelf hitherto, not with the 
moſt reſpecdäble of the citizens and inhabitants of the male ſex, in like. 
manner, the good effects intended by you to the women, are con- 
fined in a great meaſure to ſuch as are not, however uſeful to ſociety, 
in the higheſt repute and eſtimation. It is proper then to let you 
know, that allum is a violent aftringent, bracer, and contractor. I dare 
ſay you have heard the ſtory of Mother Douglas, who being aſked 
by a gentleman that came into her room, While ſhe was boiling al- 
lum in a goblet, what ſhe was about? What am I about, ſays the, 1 
am making a maidenhead for General Peper. A word to the wiſe is e- 
nough; and it is needleſs to enlarge much upon a thing that is ſuffi- 
ciently well known, and wide enough already. The ſcheme, therefore, 
taken in this view, may be ſaid to be the only generous and public- 
ſpirited one you ever deviſed; and ſhows a Jaudable compaſſion for a 
very numerous occupation of females in this place, who ſtand much 
in need of allum- applications, and are ſo poor, that they would not 
be able to purchaſe a ſufficient quantity, if you, out of your generoſi- 
ty, did not ſell it at the London prices. By this means, while you are 
ſinking in eſtimation in one quarter, you are gaining it in another. 
But it! is generous alſo on another account; for on this occaſion you are 
doing good to others, without having the leaſt proſpect of ever reap- 
ing the ſmalleſt advantage or pleaſure from it yourſelf, The man- 
tuamaking and milliner girls have a ſaying among them, That 
ſouple points need wide pie-holes; and I belicve, if from the uſe of 
your allum, the women in this town {hould be reſtored to their or1g1nal 


ſtate, or equal to it, they might allleadgapes in hell for either good 
or il they would receive from their allum-benefactor. 


1 This 
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This introduction of the ufe of allum, though it may raiſe your 
character among women, I muſt obſerve to you, for your own fake, 
may very probably meet with the diſapprobation and reſentment of 
ſeveral honeſt ſober-living huſbands, who chuſe to have things go 
eaſy with them, don't chuſe to have the circle of their domeſtic re- 
creations in he leaſt contracted, and. hate trouble and fatigue of any 
kind, and who would not, at ar advanced period of life, incline to 
have their wives reſtored to their antenuptial condition. In this claſs 
are comprehended ſeveral of your dependents in the city; therefore 
beware what you're about, and don't puſh this project of your's, as 
you have done moſt others in your life, farther than what ſenſe and 
prudence dictate. But while you diſplay ſuch kind intentions to the 
ladies of the town, 1 think you are not a little to blame in having 
neglected ſome of your adherents in the adminiſtration. ' To combat 
the efficacy of allum, it is neceſſary for ſome people to ſwallow 
ſearching provocati ves, and to undergo chaſtiſement and bodily 
pain. Now, Sir, I dare ſay your capital could have enabled you to 
deal alſo to a moderate extent in flagellation-rods and cantharides. 
The doing ſo might have been of ſervice to you, both as a, ſhop- 


| keeper and politician ; but, upon recollection, J ſee Im in a mai 


in recommending che laſt, as it would have interfered wi yo 
friend the apothecary, by whom 3 it is ſold to the phlegmatic tedious. 10 
member of the ene comer thes wy ne x 5 elle. Nu 


